Introduction & Acknowledgements
Welcome to the MCO Biblical Healthcare Study.  Whether you are just encountering this material in a one-day seminar or processing it over the course of a whole Summer Medical Institute, you are in for a ride!  The material that follows will take you on a whirlwind tour of the history and philosophical roots of modern biomedicine and nursing as well as explore the Scriptures for an alternative, Christian approach to healthcare.  Obviously this tour will not be exhaustive, but we hope that the material in the following chapters will be used by God to deeply impact our lives and our professional callings.

A few caveats before we begin, though:

· First of all, this study is a work in progress.  Part of the fun of studying biblical healthcare is that we are constantly learning and growing in understanding.  The greatest asset we can all bring to this study is humility.  Thus, I encourage you to approach the study with an attitude of prayerfulness, that the Spirit of Truth may guide you with discernment into the topics discussed.  Many great individuals throughout the years have grappled with these issues, and we will no doubt continue to update and correct some of this material as God leads and time allows.  If you have specific feedback, either on factual content or applicability to busy trainees, please let us know.

· Similarly, we are still grappling with the significance of some fundamental terms and nomenclature.  Even words like “healthcare,” “science,” “medicine,” and “nursing,” have lost much clarity of definition in our contemporary culture.  In particular, this study was initially devised to address deficiencies in the medical training process for physicians.  Although we are making strides to incorporate material that is specific to nursing/allied healthcare, the bias of the content is still inevitably towards medicine.  That being said, all nursing and allied healthcare is still inextricably linked to modern biomedicine, so we hope that the material is still helpful to a broad audience.

· Some of the content (e.g. chapters 1 and 2) is more didactic, while other is intended to be more interactive.   We have intentionally left blanks for you to fill in, particularly when researching the Scripture.  Please do yourself the favor of investigating the scriptural references for yourself!

Finally, some acknowledgements.  The bulk of this material was conceived and written by Dr. Patrick Pulliam, on behalf of the first Summer Medical Institutes conducted by the Medical Campus Outreach ministry in Philadelphia in the mid-1990’s.  He has graciously made his content available to us, and I have edited and adapted it considerably (You can see Dr. Pulliam’s study at: www.thesmi.org).  In addition, I am indebted to Dr. Brian Lindman for his assistance with some of the invaluable content and ideas in Chapter 2, as well as to Brenda Truman, ACNP, who put together the subsection on the history of nursing.  Inevitably in the course of putting this all together, references for a few of the quotations have been lost.  We will seek to update these as we are able.  

- Morgan Wills, M.D., 
   Medical Campus Outreach, Vanderbilt University
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